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Parliament, containing a Senate and a House of Repre-
sentatives, which meets in the federal capital, Canberra.

New Zealand, the most British of all our Dominions,
and at the same time the only one where white settlers New
and natives live together as equals and friends, was.taken 2ealand*
possession of as a colony in 1840. It received responsible
government in 1856, but it was not till the long and hard-
fought Maori War between the settlers and natives ended
in 1870 that the colony began to prosper. In 1907
New Zealand assumed the rank of a Dominion. Since
then, in two world wars, Maori soldiers have fought
side by side with the descendants of their fathers*
enemies.

There are other parts of the Empire where old wars are
not so easily forgotten, and where the colour bar is still fo
maintained.

In 1870, except in the south and in Algeria, the Euro-
pean settlements formed a scanty fringe on the coast of
Africa. African colonies could not prosper while this was
the case, for as a rule the climate of the coast was deadly
to Europeans. Sierra Leone was called " the White Man's
Grave ", but many other coast stations equally deserved
the name. The interior, being higher, was more free
from the fevers that haunted the marshy coasts of East
and West Africa. But much of the interior was then a
No-man's Land, only half-explored, belonging to savage
tribes who owned no European masters. Now, however,
almost the whole continent is parcelled out among Euro-
pean nations.

Cape Colony came finally into our hands from the
Dutch in 1815. It was only very gradually that our power south
spread inland.    East from the Cape the white settlers   nca*
began to come into collision with the savage Bantu tribes,
who had been gradually moving down from Central into
South Africa during the preceding century.    Further,